Dural fistulae of the cavernous sinus treated by embolization. Ten cases.
We report ten cases of dural fistulae of the cavernous sinus treated by the endovascular route. The fistulae were fed by the internal and external carotid arteries. All patients presented with ophthalmic symptoms and/or headache and/or intracranial murmur. Embolization was decided on the ground of all in visual acuity, exophthalmos, ophthalmoplegia or sudden exacerbation of clinical symptoms. It was performed after selective catheterization of external carotid feeders with non-resorbable particles. The shunt was totally occluded in 7 cases, and local signs were improved in all patients: the intracranial murmur disappeared in 2 out of 4 cases and headache was relieved in 2 out of 3 cases. No permanent complication was observed. Among the various possible treatments of these dural fistulae, embolization of branches of the external carotid artery is a simple, effective and safe method, provided its principles and indications are respected.